U. S. DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE

Natural Resources Conservation Service

<Field Office or Service Center Name>

<Street Address>

<City, State, Zip Code>

Telephone:  <      >

FAX:  <      >

Email:  <      >



DATE: [Hand Stamp Date]

<Participant Name>

<Street Address>

<City, State, Zip Code>

Farm No:
<000> Application No: <00000>


Program:
Environmental Quality Incentives Program

Contract No: : <00000>

Dear <Participant Name>:

Your request for a contract in the Environmental Quality Incentives Program (EQIP) has been deferred for possible funding at a later date due to a current lack of sufficient funding for the program.  Your application, while having been evaluated as having high potential environmental benefits, ranked lower than other applicants during this application ranking period. 

Please contact this NRCS Office within 30 calendar days of the date of this letter if you would like USDA to consider your current application in the next EQIP application period or if you would like to make revisions or changes to your current application; prior to consideration.  Failure to contact this NRCS office within the specified time frame will result in your application being dismissed from any further consideration. 

The deferred approval of your application due to a current lack of funds and the use of application ranking criteria is not an appealable issue under the NRCS and USDA rules of appeal.  You may appeal the technical determination that was the basis for the deferral if you find that an error was made in either the correct application of the ranking criteria or in any of the calculations made while applying the ranking criteria to your application.  The NRCS rule governing appeals of adverse agency decisions and determinations is 7 CFR 614.  If you feel that your appeal rights have been incorrectly denied, you may request a Review of Appealability from the Regional Office of the National Appeals Division (NAD) at the following address:

U. S. DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE

Natural Appeals Division

[enter the appropriate NAD Region-East, South, or West] Office

<Street Address>

<City, State, Zip Code>

The NAD rule governing appealability reviews and formal appeals is 7 CFR 11.

Thank you for your interest in this program.  We look forward to assisting you in the future.

Sincerely,

[NAME]

DISTRICT CONSERVATIONIST

cc:  

NRCS EQIP State Program Manager

NRCS State Resource Conservationist

NRCS State Conservationist

County Farm Service Agency County Committee
The Natural Resources Conservation Service works in partnership with
AN EQUAL OPPORTUNITY EMPLOYER

the American people to conserve and sustain natural resources on private lands

